Mexico

The kidnapping
capital of Latin
America, most
victims are wealthy
or middle class
Mexicans who are
held for ransom

Venezuela
Victims are almost
always Venezuelans
and there has been
a marked increase
particularly in the
capital and in the
states bordering
Colombia

Sources: Clayton Consultants; intermational Maritime Bureal

Iraq

Criminal gangs are

the main perpetra

targeting foreigners
and locals and often
selling hostages o

other groups

tors,

the Niger

Nigerians

Leads Africa in
number of expatriates
kidnapped, notably in

Targets include oil
workers and wealthy

Delta region.

Somalia

Piracy continues to be a major problem, with ransom
the key motivation. In 2008, 42 ships were hijacked,
increasing to 47 last year, While the number of total
incidents has risen, the number of successful
hijackings is proportionately lower thanks to
increased levels of international policing
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Pakistan
Kidnapping Is
conducted by
extremist groups

for financial gain or
political objectives,
with westerners the
principal targets

Afghanistan

Aid workers and
foreigners continue
to be frequentiy

targeted by the /
Taliban and :
criminal gangs

* Map based on 2008 figures

Tales of the hostage negotiators



